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Agenda	  
• Who	  are	  you?	  	  

• Who	  are	  we?	  	  

•  Framing:	  Jus<ce	  in	  Schools	  

• Dilemma:	  Boston	  Public	  Schools’	  new	  school	  
assignment	  policy	  

• Discussion	  

• Resolu<ons?	  	  Next	  steps	  



Research	  and	  teaching	  project	  designed	  to	  help	  us	  all	  
grapple	  produc3vely	  with	  dilemmas	  of	  jus3ce	  in	  schools.	  

Helps	  educators,	  policy	  makers,	  and	  ac<vists:	  	  
•  ask	  the	  right	  ques<ons,	  	  
•  use	  shared	  language	  to	  talk	  about	  the	  ethical	  choices	  they	  face,	  	  
•  access	  frameworks	  and	  heuris<cs	  through	  which	  they	  can	  understand	  
others’	  points	  of	  view.	  

Helps	  moral,	  poli<cal,	  and	  educa<onal	  theorists:	  
•  ask	  the	  right	  ques<ons	  about	  jus<ce	  in	  non-‐ideal	  contexts,	  
•  develop	  new	  language	  to	  talk	  about	  educa<onal	  ethics,	  
•  take	  account	  of	  empirical	  cases	  and	  evidence	  in	  developing	  principles	  of	  
educa<onal	  jus<ce.	  



Research	  and	  teaching	  project	  designed	  to	  help	  us	  all	  
grapple	  produc3vely	  with	  dilemmas	  of	  jus3ce	  in	  schools.	  

We	  try	  to	  do	  this	  through:	  

•  Researching	  and	  wri<ng	  norma&ve	  case	  studies:	  complex,	  
empirically-‐researched	  ethical	  prac<ce	  and	  policy	  dilemmas	  

•  Taking	  the	  mi&ga&on	  of	  injus&ce	  seriously	  as	  a	  step	  on	  the	  
path	  toward	  jus<ce	  

•  Bringing	  ethics	  and	  values	  into	  conversa<on	  with	  evidence	  
and	  prac&ce	  



	  

www.jus3ceinschools.org	  



Normative	  Case	  Study	  Dilemma:	  

School	  Assignment	  
Policies	  in	  the	  Boston	  

Public	  Schools	  



Ideal:	  
A	  quality	  school	  for	  every	  child	  

	  

Next-‐best:	  
Policies	  that	  will	  lead	  toward	  crea<on	  

of	  quality	  schools	  for	  every	  child	  
and	  

Equal	  opportunity	  to	  aZend	  	  
quality	  schools	  that	  currently	  exist	  



Next-‐best:	  
Policies	  that	  will	  lead	  toward	  crea<on	  

of	  quality	  schools	  for	  every	  child	  
and	  

Equal	  opportunity	  to	  aZend	  	  
quality	  schools	  that	  currently	  exist	  

magnet	  schools	  
racial	  and	  class	  

balancing	  in	  school	  
assignment	  

inclusion	  and	  dual	  
immersion	  schools	  

family/community	  
voice	  



Next-‐best:	  
Policies	  that	  will	  lead	  toward	  crea<on	  

of	  quality	  schools	  for	  every	  child	  
and	  

Equal	  opportunity	  to	  aZend	  	  
quality	  schools	  that	  currently	  exist	  

magnet	  schools	  
racial	  and	  class	  

balancing	  in	  school	  
assignment	  

inclusion	  and	  dual	  
immersion	  schools	  

family/community	  
voice	  



How	  does	  Boston’s	  
new	  school	  
assignment	  plan	  
work?	  	  















What	  ethical	  
dilemmas	  of	  justice	  
arise	  in	  Boston’s	  
school	  assignment	  
plan?	  	  What	  should	  
be	  done?	  



Formal	  vs.	  Substantive	  Equality	  
• Should	  families	  have	  an	  equal	  minimum	  
#	  of	  schools	  or	  also	  an	  equal	  maximum?	  
• What	  should	  we	  be	  trying	  to	  equalize?	  
• #	  of	  quality	  schools	  
• #	  of	  quality	  seats	  	  
• Compe<<on	  for	  seats:	  equal	  opportunity	  to	  
“win	  the	  loZery”	  and	  gain	  entry	  to	  a	  quality	  
school	  

Leveling	  Up	  vs.	  Leveling	  Down	  



Managing	  Privilege:	  Voice	  vs.	  Exit	  

How	  can	  privileged	  families	  be	  aZracted	  
into	  the	  system	  without	  undercubng	  
struggling	  families	  without	  exit	  op<ons?	  



Note:	  Now	  Level	  3	  and	  4	  schools	  

Student	  Demographics	  
School-‐age	  children	  in	  BPS:	  77,200	  
BPS	  SY2013	  enrollment:	  57,100	  

Students	  who	  aZend	  BPS	  
40%	  Hispanic	  
36%	  Black	  
13%	  White	  
9%	  Asian	  
2%	  Other/mul<racial	  

Students	  who	  do	  not	  aZend	  BPS	  
46%	  Black	  
33%	  White	  
16%	  Hispanic	  
4%	  Asian	  
1%	  Other/mul<racial	  

Of	  Students	  who	  do	  not	  aZend	  BPS: 	   	  6,680	  go	  to	  public	  charter	  schools	  
5,550	  go	  to	  parochial	  schools	   	   	  450	  are	  placed	  by	  BPS	  Spec.	  Ed	  in	  
4,200	  go	  to	  private	  schools 	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  non-‐BPS	  schools	  and	  programs	  
3,070	  go	  to	  suburban	  schools	  through	  METCO 	  150	  are	  home	  schooled	  

	   	   	   	   	  	  





Managing	  Privilege:	  Voice	  vs.	  Exit	  

• How	  can	  privileged	  families	  be	  aZracted	  
into	  the	  system	  without	  undercubng	  
struggling	  families	  without	  exit	  op<ons?	  
• K1	  vs.	  K2	  entry	  points	  
• 1st	  vs.	  subsequent	  loZery	  rounds	  
• Parent	  compac<ng	  

Leveling	  Up	  vs.	  Leveling	  Down	  
Making	  “sacrifice”	  transparent	  	  



Note:	  Now	  Level	  3	  and	  4	  schools	  



From	  Dilemmas	  to	  …	  ?	  
• Formal	  vs.	  Substan<ve	  Equality	  

• Managing	  Privilege:	  Voice	  vs.	  Exit	  

• Leveling	  Up	  vs.	  Leveling	  Down	  

• Obscuring	  “Sacrifice”	  vs.	  Eleva<ng	  Equity	  

What	  Next?	  
	  

•  How	  should	  we	  talk	  with	  one	  another	  about	  these	  issues?	  
•  What	  addi<onal	  concepts,	  evidence,	  research,	  strategies,	  or	  

other	  resources	  would	  be	  helpful?	  

•  What	  resolu<ons	  are	  possible,	  even	  necessary,	  and	  why?	  


