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FOUR PHASES:

ENACTMENT & IMPLEMENTATION OF RIA

PROMOTING MAGNET SCHOOLS AND VOLUNTARY
RACIAL BALANCE

PROMOTING CONTROLLED CHOICE AND STATE-
APPROVED VOLUNTARY DESEGREGATION PLANS

THE EROSION OF THE STATE’S ROLE
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Commissioner of Education Owen
Kiernan establishes a committee to
conduct a thorough and independent
study of racial imbalance in MA.




“‘whenever and
wherever it is found”

Kiernan Committee determines that
racial imbalance exists, that it is
educationally harmful, and
recommends ways to reduce it.




Schools with greater than
50% non-white enrollment
are considered

“imbalanced”
55 schools

RIA “encourages all school committees
to adopt as educational objectives the
promotion of racial balance and the
correction of racial imbalance.”



Authorizes BOE to:

* Conduct annual census

* Require schools to formulate and
implement racial balance plans

* Withhold funding if school
districts did not show progress
within a “reasonable amount of
time” (SJC jurisdiction)
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Encourages voluntary integration by:

* Increasing state reimbursement for
school construction to 65% for
integration-related projects

* Offering 100% reimbursement for
integration-related transportation




1964-1974: ENACTMENT & IMPLEMENTATION

Il

Keyes v. Denver (1973)

=
O BOE issues racial Near rewrite of the RIA
Passage of o)) imbalance eliminates BOE’s authority
Unadd d Racial LIJ-I findings in BOS to order school
naddresse (@) redistricting in place of
educational Imbalance Act : : :
00 increased financial support

for districts attempting to
reduce and/or eliminate
racial imbalance, known as

“Chapter 636 funding.”
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Court-ordered
desegregation in Boston

In addition to mandatory busing, Judge
Garrity’s remedial order requires:

 (Creation of citywide district of
magnet schools (“District 97)
The development of university and
business partnerships




1975-1978

PROMOTING

MAGNETS




Shift to voluntary
integration. ..

Following the enactment of Chapter 636
and the implementation of court-ordered
desegregation plans in Boston and
Springfield, the BEEO focused its attention
on the development of magnet schools in
other school districts that were found to
have racially imbalanced schools.




Uses of Chapter 636
funding:

* Creation of new magnet schools in

Cambridge, Medford, New Bedford,
Lowell, Lawrence and Worcester
Supported the development of part-time
urban/suburban magnet programs
involving Boston, Lowell, Lawrence and
22 suburban communities
[mplementation of court-ordered magnet
schools in Boston and Springfield
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* 20+ court-ordered magnets operating in
District 9 began demonstrating
promising results, which led to the
creation of “controlled choice”

* Growing efforts to hold states legally
accountable for post-Keyes segregation

* Increasing diversity in the state,
particularly with respect to Latino
students
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The BEEO supported the
expansion of magnet
school programs and the
development of controlled
choice policies.

The BEEO played an important role in promoting
integration. [t continued to monitor, and issue
annual reports on, the status of desegregation and
other issues affecting minority students.
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MA'’s School
Choice

program allows

for voluntary
interdistrict
choice w/out
any diversity
guidelines.

BOE also does not intervene in

lawsuit challenging the
constitutionality of BPS’s use of race
in student assignment, nor does it
take action when BSC votes to
eliminate the use of race in student

Commonwealth’s
first charter schools
open. The creation,

authorization,
funding, and
operation of charter
schools are outside
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Chapter 636.

@ assignment.

theoperationof @ Mid 1990s Late 1990s

In 1999, Lynn’s use of race in student assignment
was challenged, but successfully defended by the

MA Attorney General. N The reorganization
® O  ofthestate’s school
® (@) building assistance
® — program does not
® () include incentives

o

o

o

for construction and
renovation related
to desegregation.

ethnic desegregation were
appointed to the BOE in the
mid 1990s.

Several vocal opponents of
affirmative action and racial/

The DOE dismantled the BBEO,

which demonstrably weakened the | BOE votes to
DOE’s ability to provide eliminate
desegregation-related monitoring Chapter 636
and technical assistance. funding.

BOE does not intervene
in lawsuit challenging
BPS’s use of race in the
selection of students
for Boston Latin School.

G66Teeee

o
o
L
L
[H
O
O
(XO

y00Ceeee




